The  following  is  Lincoln's  autobiography,  written  in  1859, 
at  the  request  of  Hon.  Jesse  W.  Fell,  of  Bloomington,  111. : 

« 'If  any  personal  description  of  me  is  thought  desirable, 
it  may  be  said,  I  am,  in  height,  six  feet  four  inches,  nearly; 
lean  in  flesh,  weighing  on  an  average  one  hundred  and  eight v 
pounds;  dark  complexion,  with  coarse,  black  hair,  and  gray 
eyes.     No  other  marks  or  brands  recollected. ' ' 

Yours  very  truly, 

A.   Lincoln. 


Born  in  Hardin  Co.,  Kentucky,  Feb.  12  . 

Captain  Company  of  Volunteers,  Macon  Co.,  111.  . 
Postmaster  at  New  Salem,  111.  .... 

Elected  to  Legislature  ...... 

Re-elected  to  Legislature         .  .  1836,  1838  and 

Practicing  Law,  Springfield,  111.  .  .  .    1840- 

Elected  to  Congress         .  .  . 

Practicing  Law,  Springfield,  111.  .  .  .    1848- 

Elected  16th  President  of  the  U.  S.  Nov.  6,      . 
Issued  Proclamation  of  Emancipation  Jan.  1st 
Re-eleeted  President        ...... 

Assassinated,  Washington,  D.  C,  April  14 
Died  April  15;  Buried,  Springfield,  111.,  May  4 


1809 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1840 
1846 
1846 
1860 
1860 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1865 


Lincoln's  Farewell  Address,   Springfield,  111., 

Feb.  11,   1861: 

My  Friends:  No  one,  not  in  my  position,  can  appreciate 
the  sadness  I  feel  at  this  parting.  To  this  people  I  owe  all  that 
I  am.  Here  I  have  lived  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century; 
here  my  children  were  born,  and  here  one  of  them  lies  buried. 
I  know  not  how  soon  I  shall  see  you  again.  A  duty  devolves 
upon  me  which  is  perhaps,  greater  than  that  which  has  devolved 
upon  any  other  man  since  the  days  of  Washington.  He  never 
would  have  succeeded  except  by  the  aid  of  Divine  Providence, 
upon  which  he  at  all  times  relied.  I  feel  that  I  cannot  succeed 
without  the  same  Divine  aid  which  sustained  him,  and  on  the 
same  Almighty  Being  I  place  my  reliance  for  support;  and  I 
hope  you,  my  friends,  will  all  pray  that  I  may  receive  that 
Divine  assistance,  without  which  I  cannot  succeed,  but  with 
which  success  is  certain.  Again  I  bid  you  an  affectionate 
farewell. ' ' 


Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Speech,  Nov.  19,  1863. 
"Forescore  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  brought 
forth  upon  this  continent  a  new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty, 
and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal. 
Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether  that 
nation,  or  any  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long 
endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that  war.  We 
have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  that  field  as  a  final  resting 
place  for  those  who  here  have  given  their  lives  that  that  nation 
might  live.      It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should 


do  this.  But  in  a  larger  sense  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot 
consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men. 
living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  consecrated  it  far 
above  our  power  to  add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little  note, 
nor  long  remember,  what  we  say  here,  but  it  can  never  forget 
what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedi- 
cated here  to  the  unfinished  work  which  they,  who  fought  here, 
have  thus  far  so  nobly  advanced.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here 
dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us,  that,  from 
these  honored  dead,  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause 
for  which  they  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion;  that  we 
here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain; 
that  this  nation,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom 
and  that  the  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people  and  for 
the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 


Springfield,   III.,  Oct.  19,  1860. 
Miss  Grace  Bedell, 

My  Dear  Little  Miss:  Your  very  agreeable  letter  of  the 
fifteenth  is  received.  I  regret  the  necessity  of  saying  I  have 
no  daughter.  I  have  three  sons;  one  seventeen,  one  nine  and 
one  seven  years  of  age.  They,  with  their  mother,  constitute 
my  whole  family.  As  to  the  whiskers,  having  never  worn  any, 
do  you  not  think  people  would  call  it  a  piece  of  silly  affectation 
if  I  should  begin  it  now  ? 

Your  very  sincere  well-wisher, 

A.   Lincoln. 
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